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REPORT: 


OF TIE 


ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH YEARS 


OF THE 


NEW-YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE, 


Two years have passed since the New-York Sabbath Com- 
mittee made its last public and detailed statement of its work. 
It seems proper, therefore, at the present time, to give some 
report of what has been accomplished during this interval, for 
the furtherance of the cause in which they are engaged. 


OBJECT AND POLICY OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The committee is composed of twenty gentlemen, laymen of 
the city of New-York, of different denominations, associated 
for the promotion of one object, which is briefly stated in the. 
second article of their constitution, as follows: 


“The object of the Committee shall be, by personal influence, by the 
aid of the pulpit and the press, and in all judicious, prudent, and practica- 
ble methods, to promote the proper observance of the Sabbath.” 


The work of the Committee is thus entirely unsectarian and 
practical. They aim to preserve the civil Sabbath as estab- 
lished in this country by law and national custom, without inter- 
fering with the different views of Christian people as to the 
grounds upon which its religious observance rests, and the 
manner of such observance; to see that the Sunday-laws are 
properly executed, and to secure better legislation where it 
may be necessary. They thus occupy ground on which Ameri- 
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can Christians are essentially agreed. Disclaiming all compul- 
sion in matters of conscience, they expect from the State goy- 
ernment nothing more or less than legal protection in the right 
to a quiet and orderly Sabbath, which the State recognizes in 
its Sunday enactments, and the prohibition of such open dese- 
cration as interferes with this right. 

It has been the policy of the State from the beginning to 
protect the civil Sabbath by appropriate legislation. But in a 
free country, the best law becomes a dead letter when not sus- 
tained by public opinion, 

This was the case to an alarming extent twelve years ago, 
when the Committee was organized. At that time there were 
laws for the protection of the Sabbath upon the statute-books of 
the city and of the State. But these laws had fallen into almost 
entire neglect. So insidiously had forms of gross Sabbath 
desecration crept into custom, that the evil had grown into 
appalling magnitude without much attention being given to it. 
Familiarity with violations of the law had demoralized the pub- 
lic sentiment, and Christian people felt compelled to tolerate 
what seemed too formidable to be successfully opposed. Hence, 
to quicken the public conscience, to create a sound and healthy 
public sentiment, was the first, and has continued to be the 
chief work of the Committee. 


LABORS AND RESULTS. 


The close of the tenth year of the Committee’s work found 
them occupying a most important vantage-ground. The worst 
forms of public desecration had been removed, and a quiet 
Sabbath had been restored to the city ; the policy of the Com- 
mittee had been attested by experience, and was sustained by 
the enlightened public sentiment of the better classes of our 
citizens. 

During the two years that have since elapsed, the Commit- 
tee’s work has been, largely, to hold and fortify the ground 
gained. New forms of attack upon the Sabbath have been re- 
sisted, and some substantial progress has been made in forming 
an intelligent public sentiment in behalf of Sunday observance 
in this community and in other parts of the country. 


THE METROPOLITAN EXCISE LAW. 


As first in importance may be mentioned, the efforts of the 
Committee to maintain the Sunday clause of the Metropolitan 
Feacise Law. 

This law, enacted in 1866, approved itself at once as no 
previous law on the subject had ever done, as practicable and 
efficient for the ends designed. While it secured to the city 
treasury an annual revenue, from licenses, of a million and a 
quarter of dollars, in place of the few thousands under former 
laws, and greatly diminished the number of places where liquor 
is sold, the most important effect of the law resulted from tuat 
feature of it in which the Committee are especially interested, 
namely, the clause prohibiting entirely the liquor and beer 
traffic on Sunday. The enforcement of this clause resulted 
at once in giving us ‘Sabbaths substantially undesecrated by 
drunkenness and disorderly proceedings.” Whereas, in previ- 
ous years, arrests on Sundays had always numbered, on an 
average, twenty-five per cent more than on other days—under 
this law, the arrests on Sundays were reduced to only one half 
of the average of other days. 


OPPOSITION TO THE LAW. 


Perhaps the best testimony to the effectiveness of the law was 
furnished by the opposition which it immediately evoked, and 
which came chiefly from those whose craft was curtailed. 
Many also of our foreign population fretted at the restraints 
which the closing of the saloons imposed on their habits of Sun- 
day dissipation. Their opposition was fostered’ by politicians 
who sought in this way to make capital for their parties; and 
it found sympathy, to some extent, from some of our native citi- 
zens who thought the saloons to be places of harmless diversion, 
to which Germans and others had, been accustomed in their 
former homes, and which might safely be indulged in this 
country. 

The constitutionality of the law was at first questioned by the 
inferior courts, but was fully affirmed by the Supreme Court 
of the State and the Court of Appeals. 
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SPIRIT OF THE OPPOSITION. 


The enemies of the law then commenced agitating for its re- 
peal. The spirit of their opposition, and what they sought to 
gain by repeal, appears in the language of their public meet- 
ings and newspapers. At several German Anti-Sabbath and 
Anti-Temperance meetings it was resolved, “ that they would 
never vote for. any man who is in favor of Sunday and Tempe- 
rance laws.” 

A petition was presented (June 23d, 1867) to the Constitution- 
al Convention of the State then in session, urging “that the 
reading of the Bible in the Public Schools be prohibited by the 
Constitution, and all Sabbath laws be abolished.” 

The German Central Republican Committee issued a circular 
in which they ask that the Constitution be so changed, as that 
“acts permitted by law to be done on any day of the week, 
shall not be forbidden by law to be done on any other day of 
the week” —“ that Sabbatarian and Temperance legislation be 
forever banished from the statute-book”—and declaring that 
they will not vote for candidates who favor nor for a revised 
Constitution which sanctions such laws. 

The Wew- Yorker Journal, a German daily paper, says: 

“The free institutions of this country have now no worse enemy than the 
intolerant puritan element, which, controlling the dominant party, endea- 
vors to establish a state religion. . . . Hvery freedom-loving citizen, of 
whatever party and nationality, should be convinced that the political ad- 
vocates of puritan fanaticism are not too good for any unrighteous and 
shameless act, and that not a moment should be lost in tearing the sceptre 
from their hands.” 

The Vew- Yorker Demokrat, another German daily paper, of 
large circulation, closed a series of anti-Sabbath articles with 
the following: 

“The evil we combat is the observance of Sunday as a public institution 
generally, and the Sunday legislation as a clags-legislation which does not 
harmonize with the fundamental laws of the Union. . . . . Equality 


of rights for all! No caste of priests! Hither entirely abolish the obser- 
vance of Sunday as a public institution, or close the churches on Sunday,” 


The same paper says again: 


“ Just because the Excise law is in accordance with the Sabbath legisla- 
tion of the pilgrim fathers, it is no longer applicable to us. . . Weare 
not now pilgrim fathers, nor do we want to be.” 
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DEFENSE OF THE LAW. 

To meet these efforts for the repeal of the law and to call 
forth an expression of public sentiment in its behalf, a mass- 
meeting of citizens was held, at which Judge Woodruff presided. 
Addresses were made by Rev. Newman Hall, Mr. Horace Gree- 
ley, and Rey. Dr. Durbin, and appropriate resolutions were 
adopted. 

The following circular was also issued by the Committee. 
Three thousand copies of it were printed and distributed 
throughout the State, and it was widely published in the secu- 
lar and religious newspapers. It is inserted here because the 
facts and arguments which it presents are of permanent interest : 


Orrice or New-York Saspatu Commirrer, 
No. 5 Brstz House, New-York, October, 1867. 
SHALL WE HAVE A SABBATH ? 

Tux enforcement of the Sunday section of the Metropolitan Excise Law 
has aroused a most persistent opposition on the part of those who have felt 
its restraints, and they avow a determination to support no candidate for 
office who will not pledge himself to use his influence to repeal the clause 
prohibiting the traffic in liquor on Sunday. The pressure to this end has 
been so powerful that the recent conduct of political partisans justifies the 
apprehensions that efforts will be made to repeal the law. 

The misrepresentations by a part of the public press, and especially by 
the German secular papers, in regard to the law and the efforts to enforce it, 
have been calculated to mislead the public and create a false impression. 

The New-York Sabbath Committee and the friends of the Christian 
Sabbath have felt a deep interest in the enactment and enforcement of the 
law which prohibits traffic in liquor on Sunday, and they are so fully 
satisfiel with its beneficent results, that the Committee deem it their 
duty to declare that its repeal would bea public calamity, and they urge 
the friends of the Sabbath to make efforts to sustain the law. 

It is alleged that the law interferes with civil and religious liberty. This 
charge is groundless. It simply prohibits the public traffie in liquor and 
beer on Sundays. Beyond this it neither restrains nor interferes with the 
conduct of any one, provided the people are undisturbed in their enjoyment 
of a day of quiet rest. Its opponents endeavor to create an impression that 
the restraints of the law are harsh and rigid beyond precedent. That this 
charge is entirely false is shown by the following facts. 

Sunday traffic in intoxicating drinks has been prohibited by state and 
municipal laws, which have been enacted from time to time, for more than 
two hundred years. In 1855, a city ordinance was passed, and approved 
by the mayor, Fernando Wood, which prohibited under penalty the selling 
of ale, wine, lager-bier, or spirituous liquor on Sunday. 
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Judge Wright, in delivering the wnanimous opinion of the Court of Ap- 
peals, December 31st, 1866, pronounces the present Excise Law ‘‘a more 
liberal Excise Law than that which it supersedes, or any general law since 
the organization of the government, as a part of its police system, regulat- 
ing, restraining, and prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating drinks,’ and 
adds : 

“The act assailed is simply regulatory of the retail traffic in intoxicating liquors, and less 
rigorous as a scheme of regulation than any in force within the limits of the State for more 
than half a century. The right to legislate on a subject so deeply affecting the public wel- 
fare and security has not heretofore been questioned or denied ; and it could not well be; 
for it would have been to deny the powers of government inherent in every sovereignty to 
the extent of its dominions. A State is not sovereign without the power to regulate all its 
internal commerce as well as police. It isa bold assertion, at this day, that there is any 
thing in the State or United States Constitutions conflicting with or setting bounds upon 
the legislative discretion or action in directing how, when, and where a trade shall be con- 
ducted, in articles intimately connected with the public morals, or public safety, or public 
prosperity ; or, indeed; to prohibit and suppress such traffic altogether, if deemed essential 
to effect those great ends of good government.” 


Prior to this Excise Law, there were in the Metropolitan Police District 
9250 liquor-shops and beer-salcons, of which 8500 were not licensed. Un- 
der this law, the grocery-stores no longer retail liquor, and it has dimin- 
ished the number of liquor-shops by more than 3000, and those of the 
worst class, which were largely supported by Sunday dissipation, and 
Which filled the prisons and poor-houses with victims of intemperance. 

The law has diminished the number of arrests on Sundays nearly one 
half, and reduced the labors of the Police accordingly. On the fifteen Sun- 
days following the second Sunday in January, 1867, when the law began to 
be enforced, the number of arrests for intoxication and disorderly conduct 
was 718 less than on the corresponding Sundays of 1866 under the old 
system. On the eight Sundays in July and August last, the number of 
arrests for the same offenses amounted to 412, against 831 during the nine 
Sundays in July and August, 1866. 

Formerly there were more cases of drunkenness on Sunday than on any 
other day of the week. The contrary is the case under the new law, as 
appears by the following returns received at the Metropolitan Police Head- 
quarters. Itis shown that for the ten weeks succeeding the 10th of August 
last the number of arrests for the several days of the week had averaged 
as follows: Monday, 295; Tuesday, 280; Wednesday, 250; Thursday, 
230; Friday, 225; Saturday, 342; while on Sunpay the arrests were only 
165. 

Neither can the citizens of the Metropolitan Police District, burdened 
with taxes largely increased by pauperism and crime resulting from the 
traffic in liquor, overlook the financial results of this law, which in two 
years has contributed nearly $2,500,000 for their relief. 

The friends of good order and Christianity may well be aroused when 
political partisans consent to tamper with laws which protect the rights of 
thecommunity. If this law, which has been so great a blessing to this city, 
is destroyed, it is morally certain that other cities and towns throughout 
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the State and nation must look for unrestrained traffic in liquor on Sunday 
and the deplorable results which will follow. 

Let the friends of good order, by their acts and voice, show that the Sab- 
bath shall not be lost without a manly effort to save it. 

Our people will not adopt the continental Sunday. We give our immi- 
-grant population a cordial welcome to our shores. ‘They have the protec- 
tion of our laws, but they must not disregard them or offensively violate 
time-honored and cherished national customs, so intimately connected with 
our institutions as a Christian people. 

Many of the better class of immigrants are in hearty sympathy with our 
institutions. German mass-meetings in favor of our Sunday laws were 
held this year in New-York, Williamsburg, Brooklyn, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, and other cities, in which pastors and churches of all denomi- 
nations took part. At the German meeting in Cooper Institute, the new 
Excise Law was unanimously sustained by the following resolution: 

** Resolved, That, with the vast majority of our American fellow-citizens, we cordially ap- 
prove of the new Metropolitan Excise Law, asa wholesome and necessary restraint upon 
the evils of intemperance and Sabbath profanation, and demand for it a fair trial, in the 
fall conviction that, according to the experience of the last few Sabbaths, it will by its 


fruits fully justify itself to all the friends of order and good morals, even among those who 
are now opposed or indifferent to it.” 


In view of these facts, we earnestly urge the friends of good order to 
stand up for the cause of the Christian Sabbath at this critical period in its 
history. The eternal principles of morality and religion are of vastly more 
importance to the country than political party measures which change and 
pass away with shifting events. Any political party which takes a stand 
against our Christian institutions can only injure itself, and will be repudia- 
ted before long by a Christian people. The high and holy duty of legisla- 
tors is, by wise laws, to protect the rights, to elevate the character, and to 
promote the true moral and physical welfare of a people. . Hence, the best 
men with the best principles should be chosen for the offices of public 
trust. Exert your influence as citizens to this end, by individual effort, 
and through the pulpit and the press. If the Christians of this land do 
their duty as good citizens, they will save the Republic from moral decay, 
and ayert from us so great a calamity as the overthrow of our American 
Christian Sabbath. 


OPPOSITION DEFEATED. 


Soon after the assembling of the Legislature, (Jan. 1868,) 
steps were taken by the opponents of the law for its modification 
orrepeal. The Committee acted promptly for the defense of the 
Sunday clause. A conference of twenty-four German pastors of 
the city was held at the Committee’s rooms, which revealed an 
encouraging advance of Sabbath sentiment among the German 
clergy. By their advice and concurrence, petitions were circu- 
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lated among our German and other citizens against the repeal of 
the law, and a meeting of Germans was held at Cooper Institute. 
This meeting was large and spirited ; Consul-General Bierwith 
presided, and after addresses in German, French, and English, 
strong resolutions were adopted in favor of the Sunday law, and 
a committee appointed to lay their action before the Legislature. 
Accordingly, a delegation, including two members of the Sabbath 
Committee, went to Albany, and, together with a similar delega- 
tion from an English meeting, in behalf of the law, appeared 
before a committee of the Senate, and presented the resolutions 
of the meetings appointing them, and petitions to the same 
effect signed by 2352 citizens. 

Success attended these efforts. Amendments were made in 
the Assembly, but were defeated in the Senate, and the Legisla- 
ture finally adjourned, leaving the law upon the statute-book. 

Meanwhile, the law continued to approve itself by its results. 
In giving their annual report for 1868, the Metropolitan Board 
of Excise say that, during the year, there had been a 


‘“‘ General disposition to observe the law and to promote its proper exe- 
cution; that under its operation more excise money is paid in one year 
into the city treasury than had been received during any twenty years 
prior to the passage of this law; that the places where liquor is sold are 
less by 2419 than when the law went into operation; and, while the law 
was not enacted and has not been administered on any theory of coercive 
personal morality, . . . there can not be any serious ground of doubt 
(at least on the experience of this law) that the exemption of the Christian 
Sabbath from this traffic, and the reduction of the period of its public pur- 
suit from twenty-four to eighteen hours per day, and from one hundred 
and sixty-eight to one hundred and eight hours per week, has done 
much to promote what all good men and women desire, and little to foster 
what any good man or woman can regret.” 


Their statistics of arrest for the year show that the effect 
upon the public peace and order of closing the liquor-shops on 
Sundays is as striking and favorable as during the preceding 
year. They add that, 


‘* Any one familiar with the scenes of terror and disorder that so often pre- 
cede such arrests, and with the rabble of children and adults of both sexes 
that so often follow the police with the noisy inebriate to the station-houses 
on Sunday, will fully appreciate how much is gained for decency and order 
on the Sabbath by removing the cause of nearly 3000 such sad exhibitions 
annually in the crowded thoroughfares of two great cities.’ 
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LAGER-BEER AMENDMENT. 


Notwithstanding such explicit testimony to the general ex- 
cellence of the law, immediately upon the assembling of the last 
Legislature, in January, 1869, efforts were resumed for its over- 
throw. The governor, in his annual message, recommended its 
repeal. It was at first proposed to amend the law, by allowing 
the sale of liquor for half the day on Sundays. This amend- 
ment the Committee opposed, and, as was hoped, successfully. 
But, quite unexpectedly, another amendment was introduced 
which provided that, 


“Nothing herein contained, nor in the act hereby amended, or in any 
statute of this State, in relation to the sale of intoxicating liquors, shall be 
construed or held to include lager-beer.” 


The bill was immediately passed in the Assembly, by a large 
majority, before the attention of the people could be called to 
the important change it proposed in the time-honored legislation 
of the State. 

It opened the way at once to the unrestricted sale of lager- 
beer, both in this city and throughout the State, on Sundays as 
on other days. It gave to this traffic an exemption which our 
legislation had never accorded to any other. It was in direct 
conflict with the settled policy of the State, which has been from 
the beginning to protect Sunday from the encroachments of 
trade. It removed from effective police supervision a class of 
shops which had been the source of much disturbance of the 
quiet of the Sabbath in all our larger towns and cities. 

The prospective adoption of this amendment was hailed 
with joy by the liquor-dealers and enemies of the Sabbath in 
this city. It was seen at once that the exemption extended to 
lager-beer saloons must soon be given to all liquor-shops. The 
German opponents of our American Sabbath boasted that it was 
but the entering-wedge to the abrogation of all laws distinguish- 
ing Sundays from other days. 

One of the German daily papers said, 


“A modification of the Excise Law, for the present, in favor of lager-beer, 
is only a breach into the whole Sunday legislation, which, coming down 
from earlier and different times, is an anachronism in the year 1869, whose 
enforcement by police power is a downright insult to the progressive views 
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and ¢onvictions of at least an intelligent minority of the people, and is in 
striking contrast with the principles of real democratic union.” 

Another said that, “with free lager, another barrier of the 
stiff prejudice which tries to nail up nature with boards on Sun- 
days will be broken down.” Yet even this, it 1s added, is by 
no means a recognition of the social and religious liberty they 
claim. 

In this emergency, the Sabbath Committee felt called upon 
to put forth every effort. A delegation proceeded at once to Al- 
bany to delay, if possible, action in the Senate till the public 
sentiment of the State should be expressed. The attention 
of the friends of good order and of the Sabbath was called to 
the matter. The following protest was circulated in this city, 
and was signed by several hundreds of our leading citizens, both 
German and English, including 150 ministers of all denomina- 
tions : 


PROTEST AGAINST THE LAGER-BEER AMENDMENT. 


To ror Honorasie tun LucisLarurn or tun Stare or New-Yorn: 

The undersigned, citizens and residents of the Metropolitan Police Dis- 
trict of New-York, respectfully but earnestly protest against the amend- 
ment of the Excise Law, now before the Legislature, which exempts the 
sale of lager-beer from any legal restrictions : 

Because such exemption discriminates in favor of the traffic and indul- 
gences of one class of our citizens over those of others. 

Because it opens to unrestrained traffic a class of saloons in all our large 
cities which our police reports show to be as much the sources of disorder 
and crime as any other liquor-shops. 

Because it opens the way to the unlimited illegal sale of liquor under the 
cloak of lager-beer. 

Because a large and growing class of our German citizens are in favor of 
the restrictions of the present law; and would deplore their removal as 
injurious to the interests of industry and good order. 

Because the present law has been proved by two years’ experience to 
be the efficient means of diminishing crime, and especially of securing the 
peace and quiet of our Sundays. ; 

Because the proposed amendment defeats the efficiency and moral force 
of all our laws for the protection of the people in their right to a quiet and 
undisturbed Sabbath, and will open the way to its constant desecration. 


A public meeting was held at Irving Hall, at which, after 
earnest addresses from the Chairman, Jonathan Sturges, Esq., 
and other prominent citizens, resolutions were adopted remon- 
strating against the amendment. When a hearing before the 
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Senate Committee was offered, a delegation from the Sabbath 
Committee, accompanied by two of the German pastors of the 
city, attended and bore their testimony to the good results of * 
the law as it stood, and argued against its change. 

A number of large and influential ecclesiastical bodies of dif- 
ferent denominations, and various temperance organizations, 
took action in the matter and sent remonstrances to the Legis- 
lature. The religious papers of the city lent their important 
help. 

THE AMENDMENT DEFEATED. 


As the result of these efforts, public attention was called to 
the question. It was soon evident how warmly intrenched in 
the regards of the people is our American Sabbath. From all 
parts of the State came the voice of indignant remonstrance at 
any attempt to destroy it. So emphatic and general an expres- 
sion of the wishes of the people had its effect. The amend- 
ment was defeated in the Senate, and the law remains upon our 

“statute-book. 

The struggle has not been without its uses. It has taught 
anew the power of a sound public sentiment; how essential it 
is that the public mind be kept alive to the value of our Ame- 
rican civil Sabbath, and how needful to this end are just such 
methods as the Committee are employing. It has helped to 
show the Christian people of the State that they need but to 
put forth their rightful power as citizens, to secure good laws 
and the enforcement of them. 


SUNDAY PROCESSIONS. 


Another matter which has claimed the attention of the Com- 
mittee is the tendency to encroach upon the quiet and order of 
the Sabbath by processions, with bands of music. They are 
usually funeral processions, and, with a noisy crowd of boys 
attending them, they march through the streets, regardless of 
the rights of congregations and families, whose worship they 
disturb. 


GERMAN ROMAN CATHOLIC PROCESSION. 


On Sunday, May 30th, 1868, a German Roman Catholic 
procession of some ten thousand persons, with bands of music 
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and flying banners, paraded our streets for several hours. 
Great crowds were attracted to the line of march. Churches 
and Sunday-schools on the route were disturbed in their wor- 
ship, and in some cases had to suspend their services on account 
of the noise in the streets. Many hundreds of persons on their 
way to their churches were detained in consequence of the 
obstructions of the streets. Our citizens had never before wit- 
nessed so glaring an encroachment upon the quiet and sanctity 
of the Sabbath. It was felt that to allow this to go unrebuked 
would but encourage the manifest tendency on the part of 
some among us to make the Sunday a day of noisy parade. 

The following protest was therefore prepared and signed by 
the members of the Committee, and by many of our leading 
citizens, calling upon the city authorities to prevent such vio- 
lations of our laws in future. 


PROTEST. AGAINST THE SUNDAY PROCESSION. 


A convention of the ‘‘German Roman Cartnoric Crentran Unton,” 
recently held in this city, was inaugurated by a grand procession, continu- 
ing its march from early in the morning till noon, on the Sabbath, May 31st. 

This procession, as represented by the public papers, was composed of 
several thousand persons, embracing delegates from most of the large cities 
in the United States. It was an imposing pageant, with several military 
companies as an escort, with bands of music, and numerous banners. The 
procession started from Third street, and made a circuit of nearly one 

' third of the city, marching several miles, and through more than twenty 
of the principal streets and avenues. Great crowds were attracted to the 
line of march. Churches and Sunday-schools on the route were disturbed 
in their worship, and in some cases had to suspend their services on ac- 
count of the noise in the streets. Many hundreds of persons on their way 
to their respective churches were stopped in consequence of the obstruction, 
and were detained, in some instances, at least half an hour by the pro- 
cession. 

Our citizens have never before been compelled to witness such a glaring 
encroachment upon the quietude and sanctity of the Sabbath day. Even 
during the exigencies of the late war the Mayor and Common Council, in 
compliance with the request of citizens, decided against the public recep- 
tion of returning regiments on Sunday, and in a communication upon the 
subject said, 

“ We fully agree with you that a due observance of law, as well as sanitary, social, moral, 


and religious considerations, forbid all public invasions of the quietude and sanctity of the 
Sabbath, except in cases where the public safety or other exigency demands it.” 
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There was no such exigency in this case. The grand pageant might as 
well have taken place on any other day. 

The New-York Sabbath Committee, sustained by the friends of good 
order and by the public press, have for many years made efforts to abate 
some of the more flagrant forms of Sabbath desecration, and they deem it 
to be their duty, on behalf of those whom they represent, publicly and 
earnestly to protest against this new form of invasion of the Lord’s day. 

The employment of Sunday for public pageants with bands of music, 
and the noisy accompaniments of a great procession, isa direct infringe- 
ment upon the feelings and rights of Christian households and congrega- 
tions, and contravenes the recognized uses and associations of our American 
Sabbath. And every community has an equal right to the moral safeguards 
which the Sabbath brings. 

Tn a case before the Supreme Court, in 1861, where it was urged that a 
person had a right to use the Sabbath as a day for innocent recreation, 
Judge William F. Allen, in delivering the opinion of the Court, said, “‘ That 
is not innocent which tends to interrupt the quiet of the worship of the 
Sabbath, and which grievously offends the moral sense of the community.” 

We would respectfully represent to the city authorities and Police 
Department, as well as to all who have participated in this breach of the 
quiet and peace of the Sabbath day, that the disturbance of public worship, 
and the obstructing of the free passage in any street to a place of worship 
on Sunday, is a violation of our laws, and should not be allowed hereafter. 


This protest was extensively circulated, and was also publish- 
ed in the daily papers; while it commanded the- approval of 
the great majority of our citizens, it was met, by some, in a very 
different spirit. One of the Roman Catholic papers closed 
a defiant article, by asserting that ‘‘ American feeling must 
get accustomed to Catholic pageants.” On the other hand, 
a Roman Catholic priest took occasion, in a published card, to 
deny that he countenanced the procession. His testimony 
should be here recorded. It is the testimony of one who can 
not be supposed to favor extreme views of the Sabbath. He 
said, 

“T regard the noiseless, quiet, American manner of keeping Sunday as 
eminently Christian, and very conducive to the piety, sobriety, and general 
morality of the people. I also consider public noisy processions through 
our streets on Sundays, whether got up by ecclesiastics or laymen, as cal- 
culated to disturb the worship of Christian communities, and as an out- 
rage on American feeling. The sight of persons engaged in such proces- 
sions, returning to their homes in the evening under the influence of 
liquor, gives great scandal, and degrades religion in the minds of the be- 
holders.” 
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THE SOLDIERS’ COMMEMORATION ON SUNDAY. 


Another and more recent instance of encroachment upon the 
quiet and order of Sunday was in connection with the annual 
ceremonies of decorating the graves of our fallen soldiers. As 
the commemoration day fell this year on Sunday, it was changed 
very generally throughout the country to Saturday or Monday, 
in accordance with time-honored usage which transfers to anoth- 
er day all our national holidays when occurring on Sunday. In 
this city, however, it was announced that the ceremonies would 
take place on the Sabbath, and a programme of exercises was 
published, which, it was seen at once, would inevitably lead to a 
serious disturbance of the quict and order of the day. Im- 
mediate efforts were made by the Sabbath Committee to se- 
cure a change of the day. When at length it was decided by 
those having the matter in charge to adhere to their purpose, 
the following protest was prepared and signed by the Sabbath 
Committee, and by large numbers of our leading citizens. It 
was presented to the committee of arrangements, and published 
in the daily papers. 


To THE Mremortau Executive Commirrun, GRAND Army or THE REPUBLIC: 
GentLemEN: It is publicly announced that the ceremonies in connection 
with the annual commemoration of our fallen soldiers will take place, under 
your direction, in this city, on Sunday, May 30th. 

The programme you have published provides for an imposing display and 
procession, including ‘military and civil officers and members of the Staff 
of the National Department Headquarters; a monument surrounded by a 
guard of honor; wagons containing floral contributions ; the Grand Army 
of the Republic; closing with such civil societies as may join the. proces- 
sion: the procession to form on Union Square at ten a.u., to march down 
Broadway and Fulton street to the Ferry ;” and then proceed to Cypress 
Hills Cemetery. 

The First and Second Divisions of the National Guard are to take part in 
the parade. Minute-guns are to be fired from eleven a.m. to one P.M. 

In carrying out these arrangements, you ‘‘ earnestly call upon the patvi- 
otic, benevolent, and charitable to aid” you. 

The undersigned most heartily sympathize with the spirit which seeks to 
keep in honorable and loving memory the noble dead who haye fallen for 
their country, by the beautiful ceremonies of the annual commemoration 
day. Gladly would we bear our part in strewing flowers on their graves, 
and in caring for their surviving families. Our own kindred and friends 
are of their number. “We ourselves have cheerfully borne our part, each 
according to his measure, in the great conflict in which they fell. 
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It is, then, with great regret that we are compelled, as loyal citizens, to 
protest against your selection of Sunday as the day for these ceremonies. 

We protest—not because grateful thoughts and words about our fallen 
soldiers, or a quiet visit to their resting places would desecrate the day ; 
but because the gathering and marching through our streets of the long 
procession, with music and banners, is a direct infringement upon the feel- 
ings and rights of Christian households and congregations, and the recog- 
nized uses and associations of our American Sabbath. It will seriously in- 
terrupt public worship, and thereby contravene the laws of our State; draw 
off thousands of attendants from our Mission and Sunday-schools, and fill 
the streets with crowds of idle spectators. 

Very justly did the Mayor and Common Council, in deciding against the 
public reception of returning regiments on Sunday, during the late war, 
say, ‘That a due observance of law, as well as sanitary, social, moral, 
and religious considerations, forbids all public invasions of the quietude and 
sanctity of the Sabbath, except in cases where the public safety or other 
exigency demands it.” 

It is urged that some may attend and witness the ceremony on Sunday 
who could not do so on any other day. On the other hand, there are nota 
few, whose religious convictions will net let them join the pageant, but who 

would have been glad to turn aside from the toil of a week-day to unite in 
the grateful commemoration. 

The force of these considerations is recognized in the change, by law 
and usage, of our national holidays, when falling on Sunday, to another 
day. 

In many places the day for these services of commemoration has been 
changed; in Washington, with the express sanction of President Grant ; 
throughout New-England and Pennsylvania; in Cincinnati, Brooklyn, and 
other places. General Sickles, chief officer of your organization for this 
State, has recommended the same change in our large cities. 

We deeply regret that you should pursue a different course; that the re- 
ligious sentiments of large classes of our citizens should be so needlessly 
disregarded; and that in a cause, itself so excellent, you should do any 
thing to impair the reverence of the people for law, divine and human, on 
which alone a free government securely rests. 

New-York, May 25, 1869. 


Meanwhile resolutions of a similar character were passed by 
the General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Church, then in ses- 
sion in this city. Several of our leading newspapers also spoke 
in decided disapproval of the unnecessary and unwise selection 
of Sunday for the ceremonies. 

These efforts were ineffectual to secure the change. But the 
procession and parade, both as to numbers and interest, proved 
a failure, by the general testimony of the journals of the follow- 

ing day. 
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The Times: 


“The parade yesterday was not the gorgeous or imposing pageant which 
it was generally expected to be, owing in a considerable measure to the un- 
pleasant aspect of the weather, which probably deterred many persons from 
participating in it. A better reason may be found, however, in the injudi- 
cious determination of the Memorial Committee to conduct the ceremony 
in defiance of the expressed wishes of a large number of prominent private 
citizens, who willingly recognized the importance of honoring the Union 
dead, but were strenuously opposed to any display being made on Sun- 
day.” 


The World: 


“The truth may as well be told. The decoration of the graves of our 
Union soldiers, yesterday, by the Grand Army of the Republic, was a flat 
failure so far as the ceremonial in this city was concerned. There were not 
over eight hundred persons in the procession ; but little interest was mani- 
fested in the matter by the populace; while the religious people, with the 
exception of the small knot of so-called Liberal Christians, were hostile to 
the celebration because of the infringement upon their ideas of the proper 
observance of the Sabbath.” 


The Tribune: 


‘“ Whether it was the unpropitious state of the weather or the fact of it 
being the Sabbath, the procession part of the programme announced to 
come off yesterday for the memorial ceremonies over the graves of Union 
soldiers, was a decided failure. The order officially promulgated by the 
Grand Marshal for the information of the various military and marine or- 
ganizations, posts of the Grand Army, and other organizations, was con- 
spicuously posted in the daily papers, and every effort was made to make 
the procession in every way successful ; but, strange to say, not one of the 
regiments of the First Division responded to the call.” 


The Lvening Post: 


“The ceremony of decorating the graves of Union soldiers was a failure 
in this city yesterday. Aside from the fact that a large part of the com- 
munity considered Sunday an inappropriate day for the ceremony, there aro 
but few members of the National Guard who are willing to give up the only 
day of the week they have for rest. Instead of the imposing display that 
was anticipated, the procession consisted of a meagre body of marines and 
veterans, with a few of the officers of the National Guard. 5 

‘Tt was a mistake to select Sunday; for the American people like quiet 
on that day; and thousands, tens of thousands, who would have gladly 
taken part in a ceremony which appeals to all patriotic hearts, and which 
might well be made a yearly feast of remembrance all over the country, 
were repelled, when they were told that Sunday was the day which had 
been selected. Thus the procession was very small, and the ceremonies 
were thinly attended.” ‘ ; 


17 


It may be proper to add that so earnest and general was the 
expression of disapprobation of this use of the day, as to show 
very encouragingly the firm hold which the Sabbath has upon 
the affections and reverence of the people. 


SUNDAY RAILROAD AND POST-OFFICE WORK. 


The railway system of the country has become so immense 
in its influence, not only over the tens of thousands of men 
directly employed in its business, but in view of the ¢apital 
which it represents, and in its connection with every branch of 
commerce and industry, that it is obvious that it must sustain 
most important relations to the question of Sabbath observance. 

The attention of the Committee was called to this matter. A 
circular was prepared and sent to the managers of all the rail- 
road companies of the country, asking information as to the 
business done on the lines and in their shops on Sundays, and 
as to the profit of such Sunday business, and the effect upon 
those engaged in it. Answers were promptly returned by one 
hundred and twenty-four companies, furnishing much valuable 
information and many useful suggestions. These facts were 
embodied ina pamphlet (Doc. XX XV.) and published, and wide- 
ly circulated both in this country and Europe. 

They established conclusively that, as a general thing, railway 
traffic on Sunday is not profitable pecuniarily: while regard for 
the rights, the health and efficiency, and the moral character of 
the men employed on them; the security of property ; the disci- 
pline needful to be maintained among employees; the safety of 
passengers transported; the peace and order of the communities 
through which the railroads pass, as well as the true interests 
of the stockholders, demand an observance of the day of sacred 
rest on the part of our railroad companies as of other forms of 
business. 

It is gratifying to know that a correct sentiment on this sub- 
ject prevails quite widely among the managers of our railways, 
especially if we consider the strong temptation in the opposite 
direction. 

Another matter which has engaged the attention of the Com- 
mittee is the amount of work necessary to be done in connec-. 
tion ‘with the postal service. In answer to inquiries, Ictters 
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were received some time ago, from the department at Wash- 
ington and from the Postmaster of this city, which are printed 
in Document XXXV. The Committee have the matter still in 
hand. ‘The number of persons variously engaged in the postal 
service throughout the country is so great that it is of the high- 
est importance that its Sunday work be reduced to the measure 
of strict necessity. 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE IN OTHER STATES. ‘ 


The success which has attended the Committee’s work in this 
city has encouraged similar efforts in other parts of the country. 
These efforts they have aided by correspondence, by the distri- 
bution of their documents, and by personal visits 

In the summer of 1867, the Chairman and Secretary made a 
tour through the North-West, addressing German and English 
audiences in Chicago, Milwaukee, Wis., St. Paul, and Buffalo. 
In the fall of 1868, the Secretary, Dr. Schaff, attended and ad- 
dressed a large Union Sabbath Meeting in Utica, two Sabbath 
Conferences in Hartford, and delivered a lecture upon Sunday 
Laws, in Philadelphia. During the past spring, Dr. Schaff by 
invitation of the friends of the Sabbath in those places visited 
Pittsburg, Cleveland, and Cincinnati. Conferences were held 
with German and other pastors, and large audiences both of 
Germans and English were addressed by him. These meetings 
have had a decided effect upon public sentiment. Their influ- 
ence has been extended by the discussions to which they gave 
rise in the public press. 

They have developed one fact of much importance, namely, 
that Jarge numbers of the most valuable classes of Germans, as 
they come to know the nature and value of our American Sab- 
bath observance, are heartily enlisted with us in its maintenance. 
The proportion of this class of our foreign-born citizens, we are 
glad to know, is increasing. 

The meetings in the Western cities have been followed up to 
some extent by practical measures for the permanent protection 
of the Sabbath. Sabbath Committees similar to our own have 
-been formed in Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and elsewhere. 
The reflex influence of this Sabbath movement in the West 
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upon New-York can hardly be overestimated in a country 
where public opinion and united effort are irresistible. 

But this work has only been begun. In many cities, espe- 
cially of the West, the Sunday laws are wholly inoperative. 
Amid the excitements of business and the vast enterprises for 
developing the material resources of the country, even Christian 
people seem strangely insensible to the danger of losing an in- 
stitution without which Christianity itself declines. In St. 
Louis, during the last year, the Sunday ordinances were swept 
from the statute-book by action of the City Council ; in Chicago, 
they seem to be almost wholly disregarded, and tle city is drift- 
ing toward the laxity of a European Sunday. 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 
CANADA. 

In Canada, associations similar in design to the New-York 
Sabbath Committee have been engaged for the last two years, 
chiefly in resisting the encroachments of railway traffic upon 
the Sabbath, and in protecting laboring men in their right to its 
weekly rest. One of their Annual Reports quotes as applica- 
ble to Canada the warning words of D’Aubigné with reference 
to Sabbath observance in England. ‘The railroads, like a 
terrible battering-ram, are incessantly striking against this an- 
cient stronghold of the Christian habits of Britain. The old 
British habits are disappearing. This claims the earnest atten- 
tion of the friends of religion and of their country.” 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

In Great Britain, there are many Sabbath Associations in ac- 
tive operation. They have a vigorous and unscrupulous op- 
ponent in what is called the Sunday League, an organization 
whose object is to oppose the prevalent sentiment as to the 
sanctity of the day, and to use it for secular pursuits and 
amusements. 

At the recent anniversary of the Lord’s Day Observance So- 
ciety, of London, report was made of important successes gained 
in the contest which has been carried on for two years past, 
about the opening on Sunday of the Crystal Palace—in the 
prominence given to the Sunday question in the late general elec- 
tion of members of Parliament—and in opposition to the threat- 
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ened opening of the British Museum and other national institu- 
tions on Sunday. On the other hand, both in England and 
Scotland, there is a great increase of Sunday trading in the lar- 
ger cities and of Sunday traffic on the railways. One feature 
of interest and hope is the fact that the working-men in a num- 
ber of places have organized themselves into associations for the 
protection of their day of weekly rest from the encroachments 
of trade. A bill has been introduced into Parliament to secure | 
the, entire closing of drinking-shops on Sunday in England 
and Wales. There is little prospect of favorable action on it 
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at present. 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE ON THE CONTINENT. 


For a few years, the feeling has been gaining ground, both 
among ministers and civilians, on the Continent, of the need of 
a different observance of Sunday than has prevailed in European 
countries. 

At the meeting of the Evangelical Alliance at Amsterdam, in 
August, 1867, the following minute was unanimously adopted: 


“The Christians assembled at Amsterdam, from various parts of the 
earth, bear grateful testimony to the unspeakable advantage which they de- 
rive from the religious observance of the Lord’s day, and they sorrow that 
in many parts of Europe this happy privilege is most imperfectly enjoyed. 
They therefore desire and pray that the members of this Alliance should, 
in their several places of abode and spheres of influence, use earnest en- 
deavors to secure from states, and municipalities, and masters of establish- 
ments, for every one, the weekly day of rest from labor, in order that all may 
freely and fully participate in the temporal and spiritual benefits of the 
Lord’s Day.” 


The New Hvangelical Church Gazette, published at Berlin, in 
noticing one of the documents issued by our Committee, says, 


‘““The importance of Sunday to the religious life is presenting itself more 
and more clearly to the earnest minds of our times, and they are generally 
beginning to understand that the restoration of the observance of Sunday 
is one of the measures absolutely needed to restrain the demons of social 
confusion and religiouserror. . . . . If thegood elements of society 
do not rally to reinstate in its glory the fourth commandment, the magna’ 
charta of work and the workman, then a movement caused by the excess 
of work and oppression of workmen will be set on foot which will call to 
the alarmed capitalist and business man ‘Too late! ” 


Another journal states a fact which is well fitted to arouse 
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the minds of earnest men to the need of a better observance of 
the Sabbath, namely, that, according to estimates recently made, 
but two out of every hundred of the population of Berlin cus- 
tomarily attend church on Sunday. 

The following striking testimony is given by the distinguished 
Roman Catholic priest, Father Hyacinthe, in an address de- 
livered at a Roman Catholic Congress at Malines, France:. 


“Often, on Sunday, passing through our great towns, whither I am 
called to bear the word of God, I see the smoking pavements, the dust 
that rises, I hear the thousand noises of toil, and I say to.myself, ‘It is 
France that least observes the Sabbath.’ They reply to me, ‘ Respect lib- 
erty ; respect conscience.’ I will say no harm of liberty ; I love it: but I 
do not confound it with license. . . . Nor do I desire to impair liberty. 
But there is another objection—the interest of industry. Let us examine 
two industrial powers which are fully our equals, if they do not surpass 
us—England and the United States. In London, in the great city, where 
floods of busy men fill the streets, in the midst of the repeated and inces- 
sant sound of all the echoes of labor, there occurs every week a day which 
recalls to me those of my childhood. The gigantic machine which, on the 
eve of that day, put all inmovement, stops ; everywhere repose and silence ; 
the bells alone—Protestant bells I know, but they so well remember to 
have been Catholic, while awaiting the hour to become so again, that they 
send their sweet melodies heavenward. It seems as if the very fogs of the 
Thames and of the ocean had grown lighter. Let me not be told that the 
Sunday rest in England is a remnant of feudality and aristocracy, soon to 
be swept away by the breath of liberty. Behold in America, that strong 
and young Anglo-Saxon race, which certainly is not of the middle ages, a 
land which has in its constitution the most complete liberty. It also ob- 
serves the Sunday, whilst waiting to re-become Catholic, and sends us 
across the ocean the same answer as England—the silence of God at the 
blasphemies of men. No; we do not ask that the Sunday should be im- 
posed upon the people by laws of which the application would offer more 
inconvenience than advantage. We ask the liberty of the Sunday, and 
Sunday by liberty. We only ask that the public works shall scrupulous- 
ly respect the Sunday, and force the individual to blush before the state ; 
that the princes of industry, of thought, of eloquence, shall act in concert ; 
that they shall create fruitful currents in the public mind; and little by 
little, things will change their aspect, noise will die away, work will be 
suspended, and God will have his day, and the people likewise.” 


Sefior Castelar, in his recent brilliant plea in the Spanish 
Cortes in behalf of religious liberty, bears his testimony to the 
connection between freedom and what some might call even a 
rigid observance of the Sabbath. 
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An evidence of the progress this question of Sunday obsery- 
ance is making in Europe is found in the frequent references 
to it in the religious and secular press. 

In the Semaine Réligieuse, of Geneva, for jatar 9th and 
16th, of this year, there are two aeckands articles from the 
pen of Mons. Alexander Lombard. In one of them he tells us 
that the most eminent publishers and directors of large print- 
ing establishments in Germany have associated for the purpose 
of giving to their various employees and to themselves a rest- 
day. The result so far is, that forty-two journals out of fifty- 
seven have ceased to issue a Sunday number. The writer re- 
fers to the prominence which the Lord’s day question received 
at the Conferences of the Société d’Utilité Publique Genevoise, 
and to the still more encouraging fact, that the daily journals of 
the continent, so long indifferent to the claims of the question, 
are beginning to realize the importance of a day of rest to all 
classes, for their physical, social, and moral well-being. The 
terribly demoralizing character of the so-called Peace Congresses 
in Brussels and Geneva, which startled Europe last year, is 
traced in part to the abuse of the Lord’s day in continental 
communities. The following weighty words of M. Proudhon 
are quoted: “Le repos du dimanche est générateur de la force 
au compagnon du travail.” 

Le Journal de Genéve has devoted many able articles to the 
defense of the weekly rest-day, and speaks with deep interest of 
the various efforts which have for their end the restoration to 
the working classes of the day which they have lost. 

In Belgium, L’ Ofice de Publicité and I’ Echo du Parlement 
have not hesitated to avow their sympathy for the Lord’s-day 
cause; and even L’Indépendence Belge speaks well of the ne- 
cessity for a day of rest, although, in its ignorance of the real 
nature of that rest-day, it would meet the demands of society 
by making different days of the week rest-days for different 
persons and classes. 

It is, however, the Paris press which will exercise the widest 
influence on the continent, and we are cheered by finding that 
the Journal des Débats, the Constitutionnel, and La Patrie have all 
discussed the great question in their columns in a most friendly 
spirit and from various points of view. La Presse has said, 
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“England owes much of herenergy and character to the religious keep- 
ing of Sunday. Why can not France follow her, as the Sabbath was made 
for all men, and we need its blessing ?” 


A step in this direction has already been taken in a novel 
and.very striking reform just begun in Paris. The principal 
shops—including those of nearly all the linen-drapers, hosiers, 
silk-mercers, and venders of ready made apparel—will hence- 
forth be closed on Sunday. ‘The merchants have taken the 
step of their own accord, and their employees appeal to the 
good will of the public, to aid them in making the measure 
general. 

The State Council of Geneva have during the past year alto- 
gether abolished their Sabbath laws. On one important matter 
they have made a better use of their influence. The Genevan 
Postal Department have directed that every official shall have 
at least one Sunday in two for rest; that he shall have every 
Sunday at least a half-day’s relief; and that, whenever he does 
not get all his Sunday, he shall have a partial rest during the 
week, 

The foregoing statements show that the Sunday question 
engages attention in Europe, at the present time, chiefly in its 
relation to the working-classes. Sunday is preéminently the 
working-man’s day. In Hurope, its value has been learned by 
its loss. Thousands of tradesmen and laborers groan under the 
burden of incessant toil. Degradation, physical and moral, 
inevitably results. Voluntary efforts to redress the wrong fail 
through the selfishness of the few. There is need of legislative 
intervention to protect the laborer from the oppression of the 
greed of gain. It is to England and America that the foreign 
journalists constantly point when they want to illustrate the 
advantage of periodic cessation from toil. Will it not be mad- 
ness in the American workman to allow the advantage to be 
wrested from him? Is that not a short-sighted policy on his 
part which, because our Sunday laws do here and there ctirtail 
some indulgence or cause an occasional inconvenience, would 
banish them altogether from the statute-book, and leave him- 
self, and his children after him, to contend single-handed with 
the ruthless spirit of gain? 

The words of the present Lord-Chancellor of England in 
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January last, at the formation of a Working-men’s association 
for the defense of the Sabbath, in the parish with which he has 
been many years. associated as a painstaking Sabbath-school 
teacher, are as applicable to America as to his own country: 


“Fe was glad to say that our Sunday in London was not yet like a conti- 
nental Sunday; but unless some energetic steps were taken to prevent it, 
the evil time might not be very far distant. Looking at the question from 
the lowest point of view, it was the especial duty and interest of working- 
men to discourage all atternpts to interfere with the seventh day as a day 
of rest; for, once let the Parisian system come into vogue in this country, 
under which the scaffolds of public buildings were as crowded with work- 
men on Sunday as on any other day, and they would have to work seven 
days for the pay now received for six. That might not be immediate, but 
it would be the ultimate effect.” 


CONCLUSION. 


Are we in America to try the experiment which has so sig- 
nally failed in EHurope, of a Christianity without a Christian 
Sabbath? Are we to attempt another experiment, untried in 
the history of nations, of a government without any religion? 
In the conditions of our national life, these questions are in 
fact but one. The issue confronts us. 

The Sabbath Committee, gratefully recognizing the good 
hand of God upon them in the past, address themselves with 
hope to the work that lies before. Yet they are but the hand 
and the voice of the Christian community around them. 

To all who love it as the day of their Lord, and would keep 
inviolate for themselves and their neighbors its opportunity of 
quiet worship; to all who value it as a time-honored institu- 
tion of our country, and one of the chief sources and safe- 
guards of our intelligence, morality, and liberty; to all who 
would secure to the workman, whether he work with head or 
hands, the day of weekly rest and the recreation of uninter- 
rupted domestic intercourse ; to those who have been reared to 
the manly freedom of self-control beneath its hallowed influ- 
ences, and to the stranger within our gates who has yet to learn 
the needfulness of its seeming restraints—the Committee make 
their appeal for codperation in maintaining this heritage of our 
fathers and our fathers’ God, our American Sabbath. 


* 


“The one great poem of New-England is her Sunday! Through that 
she has escaped materialism. That has been her crystal dome overhead, 
through which imagination hasbeen kept alive. New-England’s imagina- 
tion is to be found—not in art, or literature, but in her inventions, her social 
organism, and above all, in her religious life. The Sabbath has been the 
nurse of that. When she ceases to have a Sunday, she will be as this 
landscape is—now growing dark, all its lines blured, its distances and gra- 
dations fast merging into sheeted darkness and night.”—Rey. H. W. 
BEECHER. 


“The longer I live, the more highly do I estimate the Christian Sab- 
bath, and the more grateful do I feel toward those who impress its import- 
ance on the community.”—DANIEL WEBSTER. 


“Through the week we go down into the valleys of care and shadow. 
Our Sabbaths should be hills of light and joy in God’s presence ; and so, as 
time rolls by, we shall go on from mountairt top to mountain top, till at last 
we catch the glory of the gate, and enter in to go no more out forever.”— 
BEECHER, 
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Ox! pass not hence so fleetly, 
Bright Sabbath-hours, we pray ; 
None other tell so sweetly 
Of regions far away ; 
None other half as richly bless 
Spirits that yearn to prove 
The strong, bright flame of earnestness, 
The melting mood of love— 
Of speaking and unspoken trust 
The long-enduring might ; 
Or hope, that girdles round the dust 
Of death with heavenly light. 
Nothing in earth, or air, or sea, 
Can paint the nameless witchery, 
The soothing, hallowing memory 
Of Sabbath-time ; 
When man from his fever’d earth-dream wakes 
To his reai, deathless life, and aches 
For his home sublime.—J. C. Boyce. 


The Committee of the Lord’s-day Society, of London, knowing the value 
of united prayer, affectionately request that all their frends will make spe- 
cial supplication, at some time between Eight and Twelve o’clock on the 
Saturday night in each week, for a blessing on all efforts made to advance 
the glory of God, by promoting Lord’s-day Observance, for the conversion to 
the truth of those who neglect or oppose the Fourth Commandment, and 
for the maintenance in the Christian Church of correct views and holy prac- 
tice with regard to the Sabbath. 
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